
because He's smaller than 

what He projects. Instead, 

the veil that conceals God's 

fullness exists because of 

his mercy, because our 

minds couldnõt contain him 

and would probably fry to a 

crisp. He shows himself to 

us in small doses, urging our 

imaginations to expand that 

we might find ourselves lost 

in wonder, truly awake and 

able to see the world not just 

as it is but as it will one day 

be.ó 

Invite your friends and family 

to join us on Sunday, De-

cember 20th.  It surely will 

prepare your heart for cele-

brating Christõs birth. 

On Sunday, December 20 at 

6 PM there will be a showing 

of the concert Behold the 

Lamb of God, by Andrew 

Petersen.   

This concert, which is per-

formed across the country, 

tells the story of Christõs 

birth through song, and is an 

evening at Crestview you will 

not want to miss.   

Petersen not only performs, 

but is the songwriter for the 

songs youõll hear, which in-

clude his version of familiar 

sacred hymns as well as 

new Christmas songs to add 

to the list of those you al-

ready love.  His music can 

not only be heard on Behold 

the Lamb of God, but he 

also has other collections, 

including music for children.  

In addition, heõs written 

three books for adolescents 

and children and is working 

on an Easter concert similar 

to the format of Behold the 

Lamb of God.   

òTo love, to hope, to dream 

is to exercise the imagina-

tion, and the more you 

use it the bigger and 

better it becomes,ó 

says the writer. òI try to 

be constantly aware of 

the gift it is to be alive, 

to recognize that the 

world is full of sur-

prises, that God isn't 

hiding behind the cur-

tain like the Wizard of 

Oz, concealing Himself 

Behold the Lamb of God  
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òNow the birth of 

Jesus Christ was 

as follows:  She 

[Mary] will bear a 

Son; and you shall 

call His name 

Jesus, for He will 

save His people 

from their sins.ó 

Matthew 1:18,21  

Pastor Phil Auxier 

Christmas Is All About Jesus  

Often the Christmas sea-

son is a time of nostalgia 

ð a time we long for the 

good old traditions we 

have come to love and 

treasure.  One author has 

said, òMore and more 

Christmas is carefully 

marketed as a time to 

remember the ôgood old 

daysõ of a simpler and an 

easier life.  Perhaps it is 

the old-fashioned orna-

ments you can find at the 

Restoration Hardware 

store in your local mall.  

Maybe it is the cookies 

and treats that you can 

make if you buy just the 

right products from Wil-

liams-Sonoma.   

Last year, over eighty 

percent of Christmas 

cards sold through Hall-

mark stores were 

ôtraditional,õ recalling 

memories in word and 

image that most of us 

never even had.ó  This 

quote demonstrates how 

nostalgic thinking has 

crept, ever so slowly, into 

our wonderful celebration 

of Christõs birth.   

Indeed, we wish we could 

have been there on that 

day when Christ was 

born.  Scripture puts it 

this wayñòNow the birth 

of Jesus Christ was as 

follows: She 

[Mary] will bear 

a Son; and you 

shall call His 

name Jesus, 

for He will save 

His people 

from their 

sins.ó (Matthew 

1:18,21)  Our churchõs 

doctrinal statement says, 

in hearty agreement, òWe 

believe in Jesus Christ as 

the eternal Son of God.  

The Son is from eternity 

the only begotten of the 

Father.  Being conceived 

of the Holy Spirit, He was 

born Man of the virgin 

Mary, in order to fulfill 

the purpose of God from 

the foundation of the 

world to redeem us from 

the eternal curse and to 

bring about our eternal 

salvation by making full 

atonement for our sins 

through His vicarious suf-

fering and death on the 

cross of Calvary.ó  This is 

a glorious statement of 

the truth of Christmas.   

The angel gave Joseph 

specific instructions on 

the naming of Jesus.  

Like many of you, we 

have often gone through 

many different names in 

figuring out what to name 

our children.  We do this 

because naming a child 

is a remarkable privilege.  

In the naming of Jesus, 

though, we have more 

than just familial ties.  In 

Jesusõ name we have his 

destiny.  Jesus is a 

proper noun transliter-

ated from the Hebrew 

word Yeshua.  It literally 

means, òJehovah his 

help.ó  Jesus means Sav-

ior.  The verse, then, 

might read, òCall His 

name Savior, for He will 

save His people from 

their sins.ó   

The essence of our cele-

bration this Christmas 

must be centered in JE-

SUS!   This Christmas, 

one theme our body will 

continually discuss is 

celebrating God becom-

ing man in Jesus, but we 

must never neglect the 

work He came to do: to 

save.  As we continue to 

walk through Colossians 

we will have our gaze on 

the work that Jesus came 

to accomplish.     

I hope this holiday sea-

son would be one in 

which you come to know 

Jesus as Savior.  And if 

you already do, that you 

would be all the more 

joyful in your celebration 

of His coming on this mis-

sion to save us.   

The world celebrates in 

an empty way because 

they donõt know the joy 

that has come through 

Godõs Son.   Let us not be 

like the world with their 

òfalse jovialities and ill-

considered giftsó but as 

the redeemed òSing out 

with joy for the brave lit-

tle boy, who was God but 

He made Himself noth-

ing.  He gave us His pride 

and He came here to die 

like a man.ó  I wish you 

the merriest Christmas 

and most joyful holiday 

season. 

Joyfully Celebrating His 

Saving Worké 

The Edifier 
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gave of their òweekend timeó 

to offer help to a family move, 

that family offers back our 

deepest thanks.  You all truly 

have imitated our Savior and 

King when your acts of mercy 

and compassion were be-

stowed on us, blessing us in so 

many ways.  This was when 

the words of Christ extended 

beyond the walls of our build-

ing, into our hears, and out 

where they are òseenó.  

We thank God for you and we 

love you all, Chris & Cassie 

Delaney & Family 

Thank you so much 

for your housewarming 

gift basket donation.  By 

your contributions, $100 

Dear Crestview Women, 

I just want to send a personal 

word of thanks to all who par-

ticipated in filling the gift bas-

ket for Open Door PCCõs silent 

auction.  You gave a very nice 

variety of household things.  It 

netted $100 for the Center! 

The Lord Jesus is using this 

pregnancy center in our com-

munity to share the love of 

Christ to many young women 

(and men).  May the Lord re-

ward you for your generosity.   

Sincerely in Christ, Doris 

Guthrie  

To all of those from 

our Crestview family 

who so kindly and unselfishly 

Notes of Gratitude  

From the book:  òHere is how I 

define ôunpacking forgive-

ness.õ  (1) to understand bibli-

cal truth about forgiveness 

and the application of that 

truth to complex problems in 

life.  (2) To unload the burdens 

we carry because of the 

wounds that we have received 

from others, and have given to 

others.   

So there are two goals of un-

packing forgiveness.  The first 

is to understand biblical teach-

ing.  The second is to imple-

ment that understanding to be 

freed from the burdens that 

weigh us down.ó 

Still have some Christmas 

shopping to do?  During the 

month of December all books 

(excluding Bibles) in the Crest-

view Bookstore will be 50% 

off!  No waiting in lines or get-

ting up early for these great 

deals! 

Unpacking Forgiveness: Bibli-

cal Answers for Complex Ques-

tions and Deep Wounds by 

Chris Brauns ($12 $6) 

Crestview Bookstore  

This book is written with 

examples from today and 

stories from the bible in an 

easy-to-read question & 

answer format.  Bring your 

bitterness baggage along for 

the ride as you read. 

To make a purchase, simply 

place cash or a check made 

out to Crestview in the 

envelope found in the 

front cover of each 

book and place in 

the collection 

box in the 

Bookstore. 

2010 Directories  
Throughout the month of 

December, a copy of the 

Crestview Church Direc-

tory will be in the foyer for 

your edits and review.  

Please take a moment to make sure 

the information we have for you is cor-

rect and/or fill in any missing data. 

We would like to include address, 

phone numbers, email address, birth-

days and anniversaries.  You may also 

submit information via email:  

info@crestviewbiblechurch.org. 

2010 Directories will then be bound 

and ready for distribution in January.   

òChris Brauns has 

done a magnificent 

job in helping us 

understand the true 

nature of biblical 

forgiveness.ò 

-Jerry Bridges, author, 

The Pursuit of Holiness 

ñ 

was raised for the center. 

Thanks again and may God 

bless you for your generous 

giving, Open Door Pregnancy 

Care Center 
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Birthdays  
December 
5 Benjamin Oard 

9 Bonnie Ruebke 

10 Cyson Gaeddert 

11 Bob Fornwalt 

11 Jonathan Wilson 

20 Martin Trent 

21 Karrol Kirk  

27 Lois Ehm 

29 Mary Krehbiel 

30 Diane Krehbiel 

30 Dixie Swisher 

31 Nancy Belknap 

31 Toni Root  
 

January 
3 Theoden Eastman  

3 Lonnie Seachris 

7 Kathy Warren 

78 Cheri Dixon 

10 Patty Lansdowne 

12 Dave Lansdowne 

18 Cassie Delaney 

18 Connie Worthington 

20 Fred May 

26 Rachelle Widener 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

29 30 1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

December 09/January 10  

Grab Bag 

Night 

NO 

AWANAõS 

Charity 

Night 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday Schoolñ 

9 AM 

Worship Serviceñ

10:15 AM. 

Evening Worship 

Serviceñ6 PM  

(First, Third & Fifth 

Weeks) 

Small Groupsñ6 PM  

(Second & Fourth 

Weeks) 

 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

AWANA ñ 7 PM 

(Ages 3-High School) 

Adult Prayer Time 

(with Pastor Phil) ñ 

7 PM 

Store 

Night 

Surprise 

Night 

Week of Prayer 1/3-9 

     Behold  

His Glory-

Ladies Tea 

7 PM 

No 

AWANAõS 

Merry 

Christmas! 

Movie 

Night 

Double 

Share 

Night 

       Showing  

of Behold 

the Lamb of 

God Concert  

6 PM 

       Carol & 

Candlelight 

Service  

6 PM 

Annual 

Meeting  

6 PM  

Happy  

New Year! 

PMñ

Small 

Groups 

       Pot-

luck Lunch 
 

NO PM  

Activities 

Attendance 

Awards 

Hanging of 

the Greens 

6 PM 


